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Program Note

With chordal stacks and swells across the diverse set of timbres of the instrumentation, Aleyna M. Brown's
first woodwind quintet is a statement of technique and beauty. The extended harmonies, overlapping melodies,
and moments of tension and release provide the essence of this piece. The first movement explores dynamic
chordal swells, perpetual motion, and melodic conversations across the ensemble. The second movement is an
English horn feature, both elegiac and seeking, with a resounding chant-like melody in the richest register of
the instrument. The final movement is an extension of the pyramid-stacking motives, with a full fugue built
upon the bassoon. Rhythmic and unpredictable, the fugue unravels and builds back again, including quotes
from motives heard throughout the piece, for the exciting conclusion of this three-movement piece.
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